
ACeM, the Intellect group for companies 
involved in contract electronic  
manufacturing, has appointed a new chair 
and is rolling out a new work programme. 
 
Phil Inness, managing director of Axis  
Electronics, an independent UK based  
contract electronic manufacturing services 
provider, will take up the position of group 
chair with immediate effect. 

 
The group has a range of activities planned 

for the autumn including the campaigns to 

raise the profile of contract electronic  
manufacturing with policy makers, to source 
funding for training services and to help  

companies to take advantage of R&D tax 
credits as well as the development of a  
market trend discussion forum. 

 
Phil Inness commented, ®The contract  

electronic  
manufacturing  
sector in the UK is 
an important one 
with world -class 
standards.   
Intellect­s ACeM 
group has an  
important role to 
play in developing 

the sector.  Over the 
next couple of years, we plan to run a  

programme that will provide practical help to 

manufacturers to improve their businesses 
and grow the sector in the UK.  It is vital that 
we engage with all UK contract  

manufacturing companies to maximise the 
value and impact of our activities.¯ 
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Product designers and manufacturers are 
being encouraged to participate in an online 
Envirowise seminar to obtain practical  
guidance on ¬cleaner­ product and packaging 
design. 
 

The resource efficiency programme is hosting 

a live product design web cast on 11  
October, allowing companies to access free 
advice on sustainable design techniques and 
help them identify potential changes to  
product specifications which could generate 
cost savings. 

 
The first of its kind for Envirowise, the 
¬Webinar­ will feature presentations by expert 
advisors, including an update on current and 
future legislation. 
 

An interactive product design workshop will 

demonstrate how to develop sustainable 
designs that minimise environmental impacts 
throughout the product life -cycle, using a 

practical dismantling exercise.  There will also 
be a Q&A forum and a seminar outlining  
re-design solutions for product packaging, 
which can be downloaded after the event. 

Jenni Rosser, 
cleaner design 
specialist for 
Envirowise, 
commented, 
®The webinar 

is designed to 

help businesses 
grasp the environmental and commercial 
opportunities associated with cleaner design.  
Some companies involved in the manufacture 
of electrical products may be required to 
¬design-in­ efficiency measures throughout 

the product life-cycle, when the EU­s Energy 
Using Products (EuP) Directive comes into 
force. These factors mean that businesses 
simply cannot afford to ignore the  
advantages that can be gained through  
sustainable design.¯ 

 

The Cleaner Design Webinar will be hosted via 
the Envirowise website on 11 October 2007, 
beginning at 11:30. 
 
Companies can register for the event or find 
out more by visiting: 
www.envirowise.gov.uk/webinar 

http://www.envirowise.gov.uk/webinar


think about and handle waste on a daily 
basis. 

 
Nick Ward, Envirowise Regional Manager 
for the North West, said, ®The main  
objective is to encourage companies to 

consider options for minimisation,  
segregation, recycling and re-use, before 
automatically sending something to 
landfill.  Treatment can be as simple as 

separating different components at 
source, some of which could then be 
recycled.¯ 
 
Other treatment options include physical 
treatment, such as breaking down waste 

brick into aggregate, thermal treatment 
such as incineration or mechanical  
biological treatment (MBT) which  
involves processes such as composting or 
anaerobic digestion.  Crucially, many of 

these approaches offer opportunities for 
extracting energy - and therefore  

In just a few weeks time every business 
in the North West will need to have a  

system in place for treating their non-
hazardous waste before disposal to  
landfill, say sustainable business experts 
Envirowise. 

 
The new regulations will affect the 10.6 
million tonnes of waste that is managed 
in this region alone.  While there are 

already regulations in place which  
compel firms to separate and treat  
hazardous waste from 30 October  
businesses will also need to consider 
treatment options for all their non-
hazardous waste destined for landfill - 

which could include anything from 
bricks, wood and soil to food waste, 
paper and plastic. 
 
The regulations represent the next step 

in the Europe-wide Landfill Directive and 
are likely to change the way businesses 

commercial 
value - 

from the 
waste.¯ 
 
It will  

be the 
responsibility of landfill operators in  
England and Wales to ensure that non-
hazardous waste has been treated  

before accepting it for disposal. 
 
Nick added, ®In the longer term we are 
hoping these new rules will encourage 
people not just to focus on the  
treatment stage, but to consider whether 

their waste needs to be generated at all.  
The more North West businesses can do 
to reduce the use of raw materials at the 
outset - the more resource efficient and 
cost-efficient their operations will be.¯ 

 
www.envirowise.gov.uk 
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The funding milestone represents a  
20-fold return on the £5 million invested 

in the KTN by the Government since its 
inception in October 1997. 
 
Paul Palmer, Director of the EEP KTN, 
said, ®We have always seen helping busi-

nesses innovate by accessing public 
funding as a core activity of the  
partnership.  It is good to take this  

occasion to reflect upon our track  
record, and to follow up on the  

outcomes of this work.  We have set 
ourselves some very hard targets to beat 

over the next ten years.¯ 
 

The Electronics Enabled Products  
Knowledge Transfer Network (EEP KTN) 

has an extra reason to celebrate its 10th 
anniversary this week, as the amount of 
research funding it has helped secure UK 
businesses tops the £100 million mark. 
 

As part of its mission to assist UK  
industry with the R&D and manufacture 
of innovative electronic enabled  

products, the EEP KTN has worked on 
projects with more than 250  

organisations, helping them to secure 
vital funds from the EU Framework  

Programme, the EPSRC, BERR and other 
bodies. 

The EEP KTN evolved from the PRIME 
Faraday Partnership, which was  

established by partners at Loughborough 
University, The University of Nottingham 
and Pera.  The Partnership has received 
continuous support from public funding 
throughout its existence, enabling it to 

adopt a long-term view and see  
successful innovations develop through 
serial projects. 

 
Since becoming a KTN in February 2006, 

membership has quadrupled to more 
than 2,000. 

EEP KTN helps support SMEs and HEIs 

educational institutes and the business 
community. 
 
Applications are actively encouraged in 
the areas of design, development and 
manufacture of complex products with 

integrated electronic and mechanical 
function. 
 
The application process for the SPARK 

award scheme involves a minimum of 
red tape, in keeping with the value of 
the grant.  The online application form is 
brief and simple.  The completed form 

The Electronics Enabled Products  
Knowledge Transfer Network (EEP KTN) 
has announced a new call for SPARK 
awards to build relationships between 
small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
and higher education institutes (HEIs). 

  
The grants, which are of a fixed value of 
£5,000, will be awarded to the relevant 
HEI to tackle a problem of direct  

relevance to the SME.  These grants will 
not only help the SME tackle a problem 
it is currently facing, but will also lead to 
longer term relationships between the 

must be received by midnight Friday 16 
November 2007. 
  
To find the online application form and 
for further details please visit: 
www.electronicproductsktn.org.uk/ 
 
For any queries about these awards, 
please contact: 
Paul Palmer 
T: 01509 227672 
E: p.j.palmer@lboro.ac.uk 


