
We would like to wish all our readers a very 
merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy 
new year. 
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High profile UK research to reduce carbon 
footprint from buildings 
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Recent reports have documented that the 
country­s top 200 UK companies waste about 
£61 million per year as a direct result of  

leaving office equipment on standby  
overnight.  Nearly 20,000GWh electricity is 
consumed year on year; far exceeding the 

total electricity generated from renewable 
sources in the UK. 
 
So, when it comes to the impact businesses 

are having on the environment - what does 
the future hold; and, more importantly, what 
are we doing to change it? 
 

With a keen focus on environmental and 
social responsibility, The Technology Strategy 

Board has announced it is to invest in the 
LESSTRICITY Wireless Electricity Management 
System R&D project to tackle the ever  
increasing problem that energy consumption 
is having on the planet.  This development 

aims to assist businesses to reduce their  
carbon footprint and the impact they are 

currently having on the environment. 
 
Supported under the Technology Strategy 
Board's collaborative research and  
development programme, LESSTRICITY will 

utilise the expertise from a collaboration of 
expert partners who will design and develop 
a new platform technology capable of  
detecting electrical equipment left switched 
on unnecessarily or on standby, in order to 
reduce the wasteful use of electrical power.  

Such disregard is currently responsible for 

soaking up around 6% of the total UK  
domestic electricity consumption.  Built 

around a 
wireless 
sensor  

network 
(WSN), this 
unique  

centralised 
energy  
saving/
manage-

ment system 
is being 
designed to 
operate with minimal interruption to occu-

pants in existing as well as new buildings. 
 

Offering simple installation, the LESSTRICITY 
system will be self-sustaining and flexible to 
permit the control of both multiple and  
remote buildings.  With low operating costs 
and advanced metering, the system will  

operate as an independent system or can 
easily be integrated into a Building  

Management System (BMS).  With a focus on 
maximising financial incentives from energy 
saving, the new technology will initially be 
targeted at assisting the industrial,  
commercial and public service sectors. 

 
¬Tfobibpp Bib`qof`fqv J^k^dbjbkq Pvpqbj  ̄
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between TWI, GSPK Design, Jennic, WSP  
Buildings and MEPC. 
 
For further information visit 
www.lesstricity.com 

Next edition of Short Circuit... 
16 January 2008 

http://www.lesstricity.com/


will be able to see equipment in action 
and quiz technical operators from  
participating companies - with stands 
adjacent to the highway - on issues 
which affect their individual  
manufacturing process.  Towards the 
end of the highway populated boards 
will be tested by both low and high  
volume systems, with real time data  
being collected from the inspection  
process. 
 
The Technology Highway will be the 

central feature at the UK­s national  
electronics manufacturing event,  

Nepcon UK invites Exhibitors to step on 
board the ¬Technology Highway­ ± where 
AOI and X-Ray Inspection will be firmly in 
the headlights for the 2008 event.  From 
the entrance to the Nepcon event and 
running right through the hall, this 
hands-on feature will be visible to visitors 
from the moment they step onto the 
show floor. 
 
The Technology Highway will provide an 
exclusive opportunity to view a whole 
range of AOI and X-Ray equipment used 

across the production line.  As visitors 
make their way along the highway they 

providing participating exhibitors with a 
unique occasion to display equipment 
and to demonstrate capabilities to key 
industry buyers, alongside competitor 
products. 
 
A ¬Technology Highway Inspection 
Guide­ featuring information on  
participants­ products will be made  
available prior to the show, and handed 
out to visitors. 
 
www.nepcon.co.uk 

Short Circuit - December 2007 Edition 

New technology highway puts spotlight on AOI & x-ray inspection 
at Nepcon UK 

Faraday undergoes very successful IiP reassessment  
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Areas for commendation included our 
performance appraisal system and  
regular staff communication and  

involvement.  He particularly mentioned 
our training initiatives on Literacy and 
Numeracy and was impressed with our 

future plans to implement a Business 
Improvement Techniques project. 
 

This will further engage our employees 
and promote ownership of the processes 
while also giving them the opportunity 

Faraday underwent an Investors in  
People reassessment following many 
positive people management and  

development initiatives carried out over 
the last year and a half. 
 

The assessor highly commended our 
approach and remarked that we actually 
exceed the standard in many areas.  It 

was recommended we undertake a more 
in depth Profile assessment next time 
around to further test our progress. 

to gain another nationally recognised 
qualification.  This excellent assessment 
is further testament to our commitment 

to improving our business through our 
people and as a result bring our  
customers the reliable and competitive 

service they have come to expect from 
us. 
 

www.faraday-circuits.co.uk 

DSG environmental certification for Graphic Plc 

Environmental Management System. 
 
The certification, granted by TUV 
Rhienland (Guangdong), affirms 
Graphic's conformity with international 

Graphic plc is pleased to announce that, 
in November its Chinese joint venture 
company, Dongguan Somacis Graphic 
PCB Co Ltd, successfully obtained DIN EN 
ISO 14001:2004 certification for its  

EMS standards in PCB production and 
reinforces Graphic's commitment to 
minimising its environmental impact. 
 
www.graphic.plc.uk 

How will your business deal with its waste? 

Envirowise waste expert Heather  
Cholerton states, ®This is the perfect 

time for businesses to review their waste 
and waste practices.  Businesses will see 
a positive impact on their bottom line if 
they look at how they can become more 
resource efficient and so reduce their 

waste overall, rather than blindly buying-
in the services of an external waste  

contractor or just relying on recycling.¯ 
 
Other options to consider apart from the 
minimisation of waste include  
segregation, recycling and re-use.   
Treatment can be as simple as separating 

From Tuesday October 30, 2007,  
businesses must treat all their non-

hazardous waste before it can be  
landfilled - the latest deadline in the  
implementation of the EU Landfill  
Directive. 
 

The new regulations mean businesses 
will be required to take responsibility for 

their waste.  By making simple  
improvements in their resource and 
waste management, businesses can then 
help deliver a better environment by 
reducing reliance on landfill. 
 

different components at source, some of 
which must then be recycled. 

 
For more information on how to save 
money through the efficient use of  
resources and advice on minimisation of 
all waste types, businesses can call the 
Envirowise Advice Line on 0800 585 794 
or visit www.envirowise.gov.uk/waste 
 
Further guidance on the Treatment of 
Non-Hazardous Wastes for Landfill can be 
found on the Environment Agency  
website. 

http://www.envirowise.gov.uk/waste
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO0207BLWJ-e-e.pdf?lang=_e
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO0207BLWJ-e-e.pdf?lang=_e


News in Brief 
 
UK has 'way to go' on IT 
strategy 
Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown has said the 
government has a "long way 
to go" on its IT strategy.  He 

told Commons committee 
chairmen that public and 
private firms had to come to 

terms with IT security issues. 
Source: BBC 
 
 
UK 'keener on online 
networking' 
More adults in the UK use 
social networking sites such 
as Facebook than in other 
European countries, a report 
by communications 

watchdog Ofcom says.  Four 
out of 10 UK adults with 
internet access use social 

networking sites compared 
to 17% in France, 12% in 
Germany and 22% in Italy. 

Source: BBC 
 
 
Europe can 'lead web 
technology' 
Europe remains a vibrant 

centre for web technology 
development, a conference 

in Paris is hearing.  More 
than 2,000 web developers 

have gathered for the LeWeb 
conference, organised by 
blogger and businessman 
Loic LeMeur. 
Source: BBC 
 
 
Auction for 'digital dividend' 
A multi-billion pound auction 
of airwaves for a new wave 
of digital services has been 
launched by Ofcom.  More 

digital TV channels and  
ultra-fast wireless broadband 

could be rolled out over the 
next decade as radio 
spectrum is freed up by the 
digital switchover.  The 

regulator has said that the 
market will decide how the 
spectrum is used with an 

open auction. 

Source: BBC 
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BSI registered lead auditor status 

at a time so to have done both 

ISO-9001 and ISO-14001  

simultaneously and to have 
achieved the requirements is a 
real result.  I am looking  
forward to being able to put 

my new skills into practise and 
the knowledge gained will be 
invaluable in the work we are 
doing in the maintenance and 

extension of our quality  
standards.¯ 

 
www.artetch.co.uk 

she has developed. Artetch are 

currently in the process of 

attaining MIL31032, AS9100 
and NADCAP accreditation so 
we will be keen to put the 
knowledge and skills into  

practise.¯ 
 
Joolz Burt stated, ®I am 
pleased to have been put  

forward for the Lead Assessor 
Program and feel the award is 

a great personal achievement. 
BSI tend only to assess  

applicants for one  
Management System Standard 

Joolz Burt, quality manager at 

Artetch Circuits Limited, has 

been awarded BSI Registered 
Lead Auditor status for  
ISO-9001 and ISO-14001 by 
the British Standards Institute.   

 
Martin Morrell, managing 
director of Artetch Circuits 
said, ®This award is a great 

achievement for Joolz and is a 
just reward for all the hard 

work she has put in to the 
training and preparation.  I 

know that she and Artetch will 
benefit greatly from the skills 
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Plextek developed SDR transceiver offers a 
powerful and customisable platform for defence 
and civil applications 

Plextek has developed a 
unique broadband digital 

transceiver platform covering a 
wide frequency range and 
incorporating a powerful and 
customisable baseband  
processor section. 

 
Key specifications include a 
frequency range of 400MHz to 
4GHz (including fine frequency 
and gain adjustment of  

instrumentation quality), 20 
MHz bandwidth, high linearity 

with excellent EVM (Error  
Vector Magnitude), including 
substantial baseband signal 

processing capability  
implemented in multiple dual 

core processors and FPGAs. 
 
This Software Defined Radio 
(SDR) platform will be useful in 
both civil and defence  

applications, providing  
reduced time to market and 
the ability to customise its 
capabilities depending on the 
user­s requirements.  The  

platform is capable of rapid 
reconfiguration and is able to 

support all modern comms  
standards including WLAN, 
GSM, 3G, LTE, WiFi, Sat 

Comms, TETRA and Digital or 
Video Audio Broadcast. 

 
Typical defence applications 
include high spectral purity 
broadband waveform  
synthesis, adaptive jamming, 

advanced ECM and ESM and 
complex broadband channel 
simulation. 
 
The platform is ideally suited 

for system development and 
customisation either by Plextek 

or directly by users themselves. 
 
www.plextek.com 

STABLCOR® Technology License 

The reduction in weight is 
significant, and with every 

gram weight in flight  
situations adding to both  
environmental and economic 
cost, this technology is a must 

for aerospace applications.  To 
be the first licensee in the UK 
demonstrates our commitment 
to providing the best  

technology available to our 
customers.¯ 
 

www.stevenagecircuits.co.uk 

Stevenage Circuits facility to 
an open forum of key  

customers in November. 
 
Stevenage Circuits­ general 
manager, Dougal Stewart, 

said, ®Stevenage Circuits has 
always been at the forefront 
of technology, and  
STABLCOR® laminates enable 

us to provide heat  
management and CTE  
matching previously provided 

by using copper invar copper.  

Stevenage Circuits Ltd. is 
pleased to announce that they 

have become the first UK  
company to license the unique 
STABLCOR® technology for 
fabrication of high  

specification products that 
require thermal management, 
CTE matching or rigidity  
improvements.  STABLCOR® 

may also replace Thermount in 
specific builds.  An  
introduction to the technology 

was presented at the  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/7030194.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/7030194.stm
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Sponsor Short Circuit 
 

Intellect­s monthly newsletter 
Short Circuit is distributed 
throughout the UK PCB and 
EMS industries.  Sponsoring an 
issue means that your company 
logo, contact details and news 
article will be seen industry-

wide - an effective and 
inexpensive promotional tool. 
 

If you are interested in 
sponsoring a future edition of 

Short Circuit or have any 
relevant industry news that you 
would like to be considered for 

inclusion in forthcoming 
editions, please contact Claire 

Yarrow on T 020 7331 2050 or 
E claire.yarrow@intellectuk.org 

 
Editorial should be submitted no 
later than the 07 of each edition 
month. 

Industry Leadership Lunch 
What next for outsourcing? 

Articulate Think Eat... 

Date: 21 January 2008 
Time: 12:30-15:00 
Venue: Council Room, 
One Great George Street, 
Westminster, London, 
SW1P 3AA 
 

Intellect is holding a series of lunches through 
2008 with the theme Articulate, Think, Eat 

(ATE).  At each lunch a leading figure from 
the world of politics, media or academia will 
discuss the wider issues surrounding the work 

of the technology industry.  The speech takes 
place before the meal allowing the attendees 
to use the duration of the lunch to discuss the 
issues raised. 
 
We are delighted to announce that our first 
speaker is Mark Prisk MP for Hertford and 
Stortford.  Mark has been a member of the 

Conservative Shadow Ministerial team since 

2002.  For the last two years Mark has been 
the Conservative Shadow Minister for  
Business, drawing on his own experiences 
running a small business. 
 

Mark regularly comments on the needs of 
small business and reducing regulatory  
burdens within the economy and has been 

invited to give his views on the steps we need 
to take to ensure that the UK remains an  
attractive location for technology companies, 
both large and small. 
 

Cost: Intellect members £110+VAT 
Non members £220+VAT 
Contact: Tammy Greeno 
T 020 7331 2037 
E tammy.greeno@intellectuk.org 
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Date: 05 February 2008 
Time: 09:00-17:00 
Venue: The Millennium 
Gloucester Hotel, Harrington 
Gardens, London SW7 4LH 
 
The Regent Conference provides a forum for 
industry leaders, investors and advisors to 

assess the market and target the next set of 
strategic challenges shaping the business  

environment in which we all compete.  Learn 
from some of the world's most prominent 
industry authorities and exchange ideas,  

practical experiences and knowledge with like
-minded professionals. 
 

So many market shifts¤.so many changing 
technologies¤.so much money chasing the 
emerging opportunities.  These could well be 

the best of times for the technology industry 
because all parts seem to be functioning well 
and it is not dominated by any one specific 
overriding factor. 
 

Cost: Intellect members £585+VAT 
Non members £725+VAT 
Contact: Tina Gallagher 
T 020 7331 2023 
E tina.gallagher@intellectuk.org 
W www.intellectuk.org/regent 
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Public affairs digest 

Date: 01 February 2008 
Time: 12:30-15:00 
Venue: Claridge's, 
Brook Street, Mayfair, 
London W1K 4HR 
 
Our speaker in February is Guy Hains,  
president and CEO EMEA of CSC Computer 

Sciences Limited, who will give his views on 
'what next for outsourcing?'  Guy will explore 
the future of outsourcing, how the industry is 

evolving, the move to offshore based services 
and new contracting development. 
 
There are recognised trends in the  
outsourcing marketplace - increasing moves 
to selective sourcing, reduced length of term 

and new approaches being taken by those 
who are coming to the market for the second 
time.  Others are staunchly sticking with more 

traditional models and looking for a single 
organisation to orchestrate IT delivery. 
 

Guy Hains will investigate whether this  
represents 'fashion' or whether there are 
more subtle factors at work relating to  
corporate strategy and business value. 
 
Cost: Intellect members £115+VAT 
Non members £230+VAT 
Contact: Tina Compton 
T 020 7331 2011 
E tina.compton@intellectuk.org 


