
Intellect has recently introduced a number of 
new elements to its electronics offering. 

 
A major focus is to assist our electronics-
manufacturing members  in developing their 

business to suit the needs of major  
customers.  The first element of this  
programme took place on 12 March, when a 
reception geared towards electronics  
manufacturers was held in our conference 
suite. 
 
The evening featured a keynote  
address from Steve Davies, Purchasing  
Director of Thales UK, who provided valuable 
insights into Thales’ procurement strategy, as 
well as contact details for his team.  He was 

followed by Trevor Lewis, Principal  
Consultant at The Medical Device  
Consultancy, who focused on the key  

regulatory requirements that Medical OEMs 
look for when seeking to outsource their 
manufacturing. 

 

With 80%  
attendance, and 

our biggest  
conference 
room largely 

filled, we were 
very pleased 
with the level of interest in our work shown 
by the sector as a whole.  A number of  
prospective members also attended, and we 
are currently having further discussions with 
all of them.  Written feedback was also  
positive, with many appreciating the chance 
to network with their competitors, customers 
and suppliers at one event, while also taking 
away ideas on how to boost sales. 
 

We are pleased to confirm that these sector 
wide events will now take place on a  
bi-annual basis, with the second scheduled for 
early October.  Email invitations should be 
with you by July, so please note the date in 
your diary when you receive your invitation. 
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Government listens to Intellect - dinner with 
Baroness Vadera 
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Inside the March edition of  
Short Circuit... 

As some of the more politically inclined  
members may have noted, the recent 
 Government reshuffle brought a new junior 

minister into the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR), to 

replace Stephen Timms MP. 
 
Baroness Shriti Vadera now has responsibility 
for issues related to the UK electronics sector. 

To introduce her to this new portfolio, a  

dinner with leading elements of the UK  
sector was held on 18 March and attended 

by Intellect’s Director General, John Higgins. 
 
Other attendees included the bulk of the 
Electronics Leadership Council (ELC), which 
was formed in 2005 to provide strategic 

guidance on issues of concern to the sector 
as a whole.  Baroness Vadera was particularly 
interested to hear from industry on plans to 
revise the UK manufacturing strategy, which 
encompasses a range of support for  
manufacturing success including investment 
in science, support for technological  
innovation and R&D, spreading best practice 

and enhancing 
skills  
development.  

The minister 
commented 

that a range 
of valuable 
feedback 
came out of the dinner, and while the aim 

was not to secure specific policy goals for the 

electronics sector, we are confident that she 
came away with a better understanding of 

the important role played by electronics in 
the UK economy as a whole. 
 
We anticipate a similar dinner will be held 
with David Lamy MP, Parliamentary  

Undersecretary for Schools, to discuss specific 
measures to address the current skills  
shortages faced by the sector. 
 
If members would like any specific feedback 
to be included in any future dinners or events, 
please contact Henry Parker, T 020 7331 2019, 
E henry.parker@intellectuk.org 
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new surveillance system and range finder 

ensure compliance.  Broadly, it is likely 
that the scope of RoHS will be expanded.  
All existing exemptions will be reviewed, 
and current proposals indicate that they 
will be deleted if it is possible, under 

Article 5.1c of the directive, to substitute 

a current banned substance with  

another.  To avoid deletion, users will 
need to provide data that shows  
substitution is not possible, with  
comparative test data and research  
results.  The current list of six banned 
substances will also be expanded by as 

many as an additional 46.  In addition 
medical devices, as well as monitoring 

Intellect recently received a briefing from 
the Department of Business, Enterprise &  
Regulatory Reform (BERR) on the  
ongoing moves to revise the RoHS  
Directive, which restricts the use of a 

range of ‘hazardous substances’. 

 

Since coming into force in 2006, many 
Intellect members have had to make 
significant changes to their business 
processes in order to comply with its 
requirements.  The briefing received 
noted a number of proposed revisions, 

which may require further action from 
electronics manufacturers in order to 

and  
control 
equipment, 
(categories 
8&9 under 

the WEEE 

directive) 

are very likely to come within the scope 
of RoHS. 
 
Intellect will be consulting our electronics 
interest groups over the next couple of 
weeks to determine what position 

should be taken by the sector on these 
proposed reforms. 

Short Circuit - March 2008 

The European merry-go-olrka ¡ 
Review and revision of the RoHS Directive 

Page 2 

Credit where credit is due: better access to R&D tax credits 

Accountancy firms: Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers, Ernst & Young, Deloitte and 

KPMG, and will focus on innovation in 
electronics. 
 
The day is designed for managing and 
financial directors, and will give you  
access to highly qualified accountants, 
who usually charge hundreds of pounds 

per hour.  They will take you through 
real case studies and claim scenarios, 
specific to the electronics sector, and 
show you how to get the best out of the 
scheme. 
 
There will also be one-to-one breakout 
sessions, enabling you to ask specific 
questions in a more private environment. 

Claiming R&D tax credits is fast  
becoming a key element to the business 

plan of UK plc. Between 2000-2006, 
around 22,000 claims were made, with 
almost £1.8bn distributed.  At the same 
time, some electronics manufacturers, 
particularly EMS companies, encounter 
difficulties with the process. 
 

As mentioned in the last issue, Intellect 
have focused this problem as part of our 
2008 work programme.  In partnership 
with the Electronics Knowledge Transfer 
Network (EKTN), we are pleased to  
announce a dedicated ‘R&D Tax Credits’ 
Day, to be held on 02 June 2008 at  
Intellect’s Conference Suite.  The event 
will be hosted by the four biggest UK 

Finally, you’ll 
get the 

chance to  
interrogate 
an HM  
Revenue and 
Customs 
claims  
inspector, who will also be present. 

 
Following the event, a ‘members only’ 
debriefing session will be held, with the 
aim of determining specific feedback 
from electronics members on their  
impressions of scheme as a whole and 
how it might be improved for their  
benefit.  Invitations to this event will be 
sent during April. 

Each of these boards has undergone 
extensive design and testing, with ACW 

and Thales engineers working closely 
together.  The SSARF PCBs will be made 
at ACW Technology's Wales  

factory in Tonypandy, South Wales. 
 
ACW is a preferred supplier to Thales; 
this contract with ACW together with 
many others, have helped to secure  

employment for ACW’s Southampton 
and Wales factories. 
 

Owen Reeves, managing director, ACW 
Technology, said, ‚We are very pleased 

ACW Technology Ltd has been selected 
by Thales UK to supply fully tested 

printed circuit boards assemblies (PCBAs) 
for a new state-of-the-art target locator 
system, known as Surveillance System 

and Range Finder (SSARF), for the UK.s 
front line forces. 
 
ACW has helped develop and produce 
four separate PCBAs, which will form 

part of the new SSARF product, to be 
built at Thales. optronics facility in  
Glasgow. 

 
 

to have 
worked 

closely with 
the Thales UK 
team in Glas-

gow to de-
liver PCBAs 
for the SSARF product.  ACW’s attention 
to detail, focus on customer needs and 
our highly trained staff, in both UK  

manufacturing sites, offer Thales great 
solutions for its manufacturing.‛ 
 

www.acw.co.uk 
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Stevenage Circuits target medical electronics 

Advances in medical science have  
necessitated wide ranging applications 
for advanced forms of printed circuit 
boards and flexible circuits. 
 

Stevenage Circuits has a unique heritage 
in manufacturing high technology 

printed circuitry and are well placed to 
serve the demanding requirements of 

the medical electronics industry.   
As part of the companies business and  
technology strategy, Stevenage Circuits 
recently exhibited at MEDTEC, the UK's 
premiere medical device show at the 

NEC in February.  There was particular 
interest in flexible and flex-rigid circuitry, 

which coupled with our highly  
experienced engineering support team, 

provides  
unparalleled 
benefits to 
medical  
electronic  

companies. 
 
www.stevenagecircuits.co.uk 

Plextek promoted to Microsoft Windows® Embedded Silver Partner 
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Guest speaker: General Sir Mike Jackson 

Tim Phipps, sales and marketing director 
at Plextek commented, ‚Our promotion 

to Silver status in this exclusive program 
demonstrates the value and expertise we 
bring to the market through our  
electronic product designs using  
Microsoft’s software.  As the UK’s only 

Silver Partner, this enhanced  
acknowledgement and recognition by 

Microsoft will play a big part in helping 
us capture new opportunities and  
offer our customers better solutions.‛ 
 
www.plextek.com 

Microsoft's embedded solutions in the 
complete product designs it undertakes 

on behalf of its customers. 
 
Manoj Rami, senior marketing manager, 
Windows Embedded Business Group, 
Microsoft EMEA commented, ‚The  

Microsoft Windows Embedded Partner 
Program is a strategic world-wide  

program focused on providing partners 
with increased business opportunities, 
market awareness and technology  
advice.  Being recognised as a Windows 
Embedded Partner helps give added 

strength in the marketplace to support 
your next customer.‛ 

Plextek has been promoted to a Silver 
Partner in Microsoft's Windows®  

Embedded Partner (MSWEP) Program.  
This premium level status recognises 
Plextek's best-in-class Windows  
embedded design expertise and is part of 
a strategic EMEA initiative that provides 

partners with increased business  
opportunities, fast track support and 

training advantages. 
 
Microsoft promoted Plextek from a  
registered member to a Silver Partner as 
a result of its breadth of embedded  

software design expertise and its  
ongoing commitment to using  

charity  
auction with 

gifts and 
prizes  
provided by 
Prism  

suppliers.   
In total the sum raised for children's 
charities was £1,580. 
 
Sarah Wright said, ‚The fundraising was 
a huge success and we were delighted to 
have raised so much money.  I would like 
to thank all involved who gave time and 

effort to make a great day.  Everyone 
had a lot of fun and it was great for 

company morale.‛ 
 
www.prism-electronics.com 

were on offer in exchange for further 
contributions. 

 
The office tuck shop run by Glen Dear 
proved a firm favourite with Prism staff.  
Glen provides crisps and chocolate 

throughout the year with all donations 
going towards the final total. 
 
Perhaps the single most popular item 
available on the day was a charity  
calendar featuring 12 members of Prism 
staff.  The photographs were taken by 
one of the Prism directors and printed by 

a local printer.  A donation of £10 per 
calendar was suggested and all 50 copies 

were snapped up! 
 
Other activities included a raffle and 

Kind hearted staff at contract electronics 
manufacturer Prism Electronics raised 

over £1,500 for children's charities from 
a day of activities at its factory and  
offices in St Ives. 
 

Prism Electronics’ stores controller Sarah 
Wright co-ordinated a number of  
fundraising events culminating in a fun 
packed dress down day. 
 
Prior to the event members of staff who 
set up their own weight watchers club 
collected money after each of their 

weigh-ins throughout the year and  
donated the cash to the charity fund.  

But their good work was in jeopardy on 
the day from the number of delicious 
home made cakes and sandwiches that 



design and manufacture of assemblies 
and equipment where there is  

complexity in meeting their  
requirements.  Typical applications  
include such things as specialist medical 
equipment, scientific instruments and 
industrial control systems where product 

volumes may be modest and  
unpredictable.  However, we have  
previously lacked the capacity to support 

larger volume manufacture ourselves.  
We are now in a position to do this by 
managing production in both St Ives and 
South Africa to meet customer  
requirements.‛ 
 

Prism selected a South African partner 

Prism Electronics Ltd is expanding its 
production capacity to support  

customers who are predicting significant 
growth in product volumes. 
 
Recent investments in its own plant, plus 
an agreement with one of South Africa’s 

leading contract electronics  
manufacturers, means it is now able to 
offer economical higher volume  

production.  Production takes place  
either in Cambridge or South Africa in 
order to meet customer needs. 
 
David Aspinall, managing director at 
Prism, said, ‚We have an established 

reputation for assisting customers with 

because this offers a number of  
advantages – both organisations are in 

similar time zones, both speak English as 
a business language, both have similar 
business cultures and both operate to 
the same international quality standards. 
 

The two companies operate compatible 
processes and machinery, making it easy 
to transfer production from one facility 

to the other.  Importantly, both the UK 
and South Africa have similar legal  
systems and cultural understanding for 
the protection of intellectual property. 
production facility. 
 

www.prism-electronics.com 
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Under the new regulations, the impact 

of waste electrical and electronic  
equipment, (WEEE) on the environment 

requires to be minimised through re-use, 
and recycling wherever feasible.  The 
directive further seeks to reduce the  

volumes of waste electrical and  
electronic equipment going to landfill by 
making producers responsible for  

financing the collection, treatment, and 
recovery of waste electrical equipment, 
and by obliging distributors to allow 

consumers to return their waste  
equipment free of charge. 

 
Quite a change from previously accepted  
practice and protocol where such  
equipment invariably finished up 
‚dumped‛ along with general rubbish, 
scrap and waste. 

 

It's a frightening statistic, but in the UK 

we now throw away some 1 million  
tonnes of electrical and electronic  

equipment each year.  From washing 
machines to keyboards and lightweight 
mobile phones to equipment control 

consoles weighing several tonnes,  
discard is invariably less expensive than 
repair, so out it goes. 

 
The really frightening thing, of course, is 
that many types of electrical equipment 

that finish up on the scrap heap contain 
toxic metals known to be hazardous to 

health.  Cadmium and mercury are just 
two of the major polluters which no 
doubt assisted in triggering the recent 
EC Directive on Waste Electrical and  
Electronic Equipment which came into 
force in amended format on 01 January 

2008. 

According to Barry 

Groves of WE3 
Recycled Ltd, a UK 

based consultancy  
dedicated to as-
sisting both Public 

and Private  
organisations  
comply with the WEEE Directive, such 

legislation is both long overdue and 
timely.  He confirms that, ‚Not only are 
we currently generating over one million 

tonnes of electrically oriented waste each 
year, the level of discard is already in-

creasing at the rate of 80,000 tonnes 
each year.  Without the directive we 
could have reasonably expected the rate 
of such disposal to landfill to have gone  
exponential.‛ 
 

www.we3recycled.co.uk 
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industry event 

event director Claire Jeffreys said, ‚As a 

totally fresh national show, NEW - along 
with our visitors and exhibitors - has the 
power to change the face of what you 
can expect from exhibitions of this  
nature.  This really is a NEW start for all 

of us, so we’re glad that such  
high-profile electronics businesses and 
trade associations are joining with us to 
make it count.‛ 

 
Highlighting the importance of NEW for 
the industry as a whole, Briton EMS’s 

Taking place at Earls Court 2 on 17-19 

June, National Electronics Week (NEW) 
has announced even more high profile  
additions to its comprehensive floorplan. 
 
NEW’s unprecedented scope of coverage 

has been further extended with recent  
confirmed support from leading industry 
names such as Agilent, Interpower  
Components, National Instruments, OK 

International and Panasonic. 
 
Commenting on the latest signings, NEW 

Peter Towler claimed, ‚We have  

exhibited at shows which claim to be 
industry-wide electronics shows but  
are predominantly places where  
manufacturers talk to equipment  
suppliers.  I think that National  

Electronics Week offers a great  
opportunity for the UK electronics  
industry to once again have a showcase 
for the whole industry.‛ 

 
www.nationalelectronicsweek.co.uk 



News in Brief 
 
BAE Systems Business 
Continuity Planning 
Graphic has attained Level 4 
in their Business Continuity 
Plan (BCP) in accordance 
with the guidelines set out 

by BAE Systems Lifecycle 
Management.  The BCP 
document covers the activity 

which Graphic Plc. plan to 
undertake to ensure business 
continuity in the event of a 
serious incident occurring. 
Source: Graphic Plc 
 
Flex-Ability sales 
appointment 
Flex-Ability are delighted to 
announce the appointment 
of Pat Mannion as our new 

Sales Manager.  Pat has 
extensive knowledge and 
experience of the PCB 

market and took up the post 
in January 08, strengthening  
the existing sales team.  He 

will predominantly cover the 
North of England, Wales and 

Scotland. 
Source: Flexability 
 
Approval for mobiles on 
aircraft 
The use of mobiles on planes 

flying in European airspace 
has been given approval by 

UK regulator Ofcom.  It has 
issued plans that will allow 
airlines to offer mobile 
services on UK-registered 
aircraft. 

Source: BBC 
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Axis picks up performance award 

Axis Electronics has been 
awarded a silver performance 

award by Lockheed Martin UK 
INSYS (LMUK INSYS) as part of 
its preferred supplier  
programme. 
 

LMUK INSYS, a leading UK 
systems integrator and  
supplier of high technology 

systems and services to  
defence and civil government 
customers, launched the  
preferred supplier programme 
in 2007.  The programme 
combines measurement of 

delivery and quality perform-
ance, responsiveness, and 
supplier quality management 
systems to provide an overall 

score for supplier  
performance. 

 
Paul Bird, LMUK INSYS supply 
chain director said, ‚Axis  
Electronics has been working 
towards some really high  

standards and I am pleased 
that we are able to recognise 
the effort they are putting in.  

Our aim is for all our suppliers 
to deliver top-quality parts and 
services on time, all the time 
and are working to develop 
perfect programme  
performance.  Axis Electronics 

has made a solid start on this 
journey and has been  
rewarded with one of our first 
annual awards.‛ 

 
Phil Inness, managing director, 

Axis Electronics commented, 
‚This is a tremendous  
accolade for Axis and a  
testament to the diligence and 
commitment of our team to 
deliver the best quality service 

and product possible.‛ 
 
www.axis-electronics.com 

Plexus secure thermal imaging production deal 

(design for excellence) and 

design for test evaluation, 
which includes the  

development of bespoke test 
solutions.  As a result Irisys has 
benefited from a reduction in 

the overall production costs 
for the systems. 
 

‚As Irisys grows its business 
and penetrates global markets 
the company needs an EMS 
partner that can support us 
through our growth cycle.  

Plexus has been able to meet 
this aim and at the same time 

provide global manufacturing 
in our target regions,‛  

Plexus, the design and  

manufacturing services  
company, has secured a  

contract to become a global 
volume manufacturing partner 
for Irisys, a leading thermal  

technology company.  The 
multi-million pound contract is 
initially for the manufacture of 

the company’s thermal  
imagers and is expected to 
develop to include people 
counting systems later this 
year. 

 
The systems covered by the 

new contract have been 
through Plexus’ thorough DFx 

commented John Smith,  

operations director at Irisys. 
 

Willie MacKinnon, UK  
managing director at Plexus 
continued, ‚Our relationship 

with Irisys has been extremely 
rewarding, developing from 
manufacturing to incorporate 

DFx, DFT and our design  
services.  We are now looking 
forward to rolling out new 
products as Irisys’ business 
develops globally.‛ 

 
www.plexus.com 

Teknoflex - building for the future 

energy lighting, automatic control of 
heating and ventilation, intelligent  

variable speed extract fans and effluent 
water treatment systems. 
 
Brian Shorrock, managing director  
enthusiastically stated, ‚This is an  

exciting time for the company and is 
indicative not only of our continued 

growth and investment over the past 
few years but of our commitment to the 
future and to the ongoing support of our 
customers.‛ 

 

Teknoflex has consolidated its activities 
and moved all operations from its  

Terminus Road, Chichester site to an 
environmentally friendly, brand new, 
custom built facility, sited alongside and 
connected to its main production unit in 
Quarry Lane, Chichester. 

 
Efficiency and the environment were 

major considerations during the  
construction of this new plant which 
boasts such green attributes as  
automatic lighting control via movement 

sensors, heat recovery systems, low  

He continued, 
‚Since 1984 

Teknoflex has  
operated from 
two sites  
located one 
mile apart  

and this consolidation will therefore  
provide enormous efficiency gains and 

will present a high technology image, 
totally befitting our market leading  
position.‛ 
 

www.teknoflex.com 
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Sponsor Short Circuit 
 

Intellect’s monthly newsletter 
Short Circuit is distributed 
throughout the UK PCB and 
EMS industries.  Sponsoring an 
issue means that your company 
logo, contact details and news 
article will be seen industry-
wide - an effective and 
inexpensive promotional tool. 
 

If you are interested in 
sponsoring a future edition of 

Short Circuit or have any 
relevant industry news that you 
would like to be considered for 

inclusion in forthcoming 
editions, please contact Claire 

Yarrow on T 020 7331 2050 or 
E claire.yarrow@intellectuk.org 
 
Editorial should be submitted no 
later than the 07 of each edition 
month. 

Intellect Member Information Morning 

Intellect Annual Dinner 2008 
Guest speaker: General Sir Mike Jackson 

Successful Exits Masterclass 

Date: 23 April 2008 
Time: 16:30-19:30 
Venue: Intellect Conference 
Suite, Russell Square House, 
10-12 Russell Square, London 
WC1B 5EE 
 
Companies are sold every day - the key is to 
get it right! 
 
This practical seminar shows you how to  
maximise your shareholder value on exit.  The 
programme includes a step-by-step guide on:  
 
u the transaction process 

u the best time to sell to maximise value 
u how to identify, attract and approach the 

best acquirers 

u detailed advice on valuation techniques 
and deal structures 

u negotiating tactics to maximise return 
 
Our team of speakers will also look at market 

conditions for technology and IT services  
companies.  Are the conditions right to exit 
now?  Which sectors are doing well?  Are the 
US buyers back and what software and IT 

sectors are they targeting and why? 
 

Cost: Intellect members £135+VAT 
Non members £185+VAT 
Contact Tammy Greeno 
T 020 7331 2037 
E tammy.greeno@intellectuk.org 
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The Bulletin 
Fortnightly industry  
update on all aspects of the 
technology industry 
 

Intellect HR Update 
Employment law changes and 
free HR services 
 

On Course 
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Short Circuit 
Monthly newsletter for  
Intellect's electronic  
members 
 

Switched On 
Monthly overview of all the  

big stories from the digital  

communications and consumer 

electronics markets 
 

Whitehall Watch 

Public affairs digest 

Date: 14 May 2008 
Time: 19:00-23:00 
Venue: The Dorchester, Park 
Lane, London W1K 1QA 
Sponsored by: QinetiQ 
 
Network in style at the Dorchester... 
 
Firmly established as the premier evening in 
Intellect's calendar, our annual dinner gives 
you the unique opportunity for networking 
with key figures in our industry, government 
ministers and officials and is the perfect way 
to entertain existing and potential customers. 
 

The evening begins with a champagne  
reception in the Opal Room where you will 

have the chance to network with guests, VIPs 
and MPs.  The four course dinner will be 
served in the Ballroom. 

The 2007 annual dinner attracted over 450 

attendees and sold out nearly two months 
prior to the event. 

 
With a larger venue this year, The Dorchester, 

and General Sir Mike Jackson as our guest 
speaker, 2008 is shaping up to be even more 
successful. 
 
Being former head of the British Army,  

General Sir Mike Jackson will provide a  
first-class speech providing an insight into his 
time in the armed forces. 
 
Cost: Intellect members £185+VAT 
Table (10 delegates per table) £1850+VAT 
Contact Tina Gallagher 
T 020 7331 2023 
E tina.gallagher@intellectuk.org 

Date: 25 April 2008 
Time: 10:00-13:00 
Venue: Intellect Conference 
Suite, Russell Square House, 
10-12 Russell Square, London 
WC1B 5EE 
 
You've paid your membership fee now learn 

how you can get your money's worth... 
 

Intellect is the technology trade association 
which serves to represent all its members and 
ensure their voice is being heard. 

 
Our free information mornings have been set 

up due to popular demand to remind you 

how, as a member, you can benefit from your  

membership. 
 

There will also be the chance to hear how one 
of our member companies expanded their 
knowledge and grew their business by being a 
member of Intellect. 
 

These sessions occur every month and are 

designed to inform you of our business  
offerings and how we can support you. 
 

Cost: Free of charge to members 
Contact Francesca Sbuttoni 
T 020 7331 2012 
E francesca.sbuttoni@intellectuk.org 

http://www.intellectuk.org/component/option,com_events/task,view_detail/agid,431/year,2008/month,02/day,12/Itemid,166/
http://www.intellectuk.org/component/option,com_events/task,view_detail/agid,431/year,2008/month,02/day,12/Itemid,166/

