
 

In late 2008, the Government announced 

£65m of public money, taken from the Train 
to Gain Scheme, would be specifically  

allocated to help fund manufacturers upskill-
ing their existing members of staff.  It should 
be noted that this money is only available to 

companies that are based in England (the 
money is not available in Wales or Scotland).  
The following qualifications are eligible: 
 

 all first NVQ Level 2 qualifications 
 second NVQ Level 2 qualifications from ‘a 

priority list’ approved by the LSC 
 any relevant first NVQ Level 3  

qualifications 
 a second NVQ Level 3 qualification from 

‘a priority list’ approved by the LSC 
 apprenticeships for people of all ages 
 Skills for Life qualifications to improve for 

example, numeracy and literacy skills 

Companies with 5 - 250 employees can also 

access funding for a range of management 

and leadership training needs for a key  
employee.  Unfortunately, IPC related  

training courses are currently not eligible for 
this funding, however we are making  
strenuous efforts to ensure that they are. 

 
Intellect will be holding a workshop with 
SEMTA on 27 April at our offices in Russell 
Square.  During the half day workshop, 

SEMTA advisors will inform you what the 
criteria is for accessing the funding, how you 
begin the process, as well as what  
qualifications are eligible.  We highly  
recommend that either you, or your head of 
Human Resources (or equivalent) attends this 
event. 
 
To register contact Henry Parker, T 020 7331 
2019, E henry.parker@intellectuk.org 
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Intellect research project: Showcasing the UK 
electronics sector 
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Whitehall Watch - Fortnightly  

public affairs digest 

Inside the February edition of  
Short Circuit... 

Intellect has recently been commissioned by 
the Government Department for Business to 
undertake a research project.  Our objective 
is to determine the feasibility of an  
international conference and/or exhibition 

that would showcase electronic technologies 
(of all different applications, sectors and  
elements of the supply chain) developed and/
or manufactured in the UK to an  
international audience.  Any event would 
hopefully help to develop new business,  
increase exports and showcase the UK’s 

unique capabilities and skills in this sector.  
The only criteria for participation is that you 

are involved, in some way, with developing 
products that are or include electronics and 
that you have a UK presence. 

 
Obviously, such an event is only viable if the 
majority of companies with a UK presence  in 

this space think the concept has the potential 
to be a success.  As one of the leading  
manufacturers and/or designers of electronic 

products currently operating in the UK, we 
would value your view on whether such an 

event would be feasible, as well as what 

characteristics 
your  
company 
would want it 
to have  to 

make your 
participation 
likely.  Any 
view, 
whether  
supportive or 
not, is important to us.  We have already 

spoken to leading members  
in this sector about this concept.  We would 

like to interview you, or the appropriate  
person in the UK arm of your company, in 
order to determine your views on these  

questions.  This interview would be  
conducted over the phone or in person at  
a time, date and place that is convenient to 

you. 
 
Please contact us if you would like to take 
part or if you would like further information. 
Henry Parker, T 020 7331 2019,  
E henry.parker@intellectuk.org 

£65 million of government funding for 
manufacturers training 
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Submission to the budget by UK manufacturers 

Intellect are members of the  

Manufacturing Alliance, a body  
administered by the EFF and including 
trade associations for print, plastics, 
chemicals, tooling, construction products 
as well as us.  Altogether, this is a fairly 

powerful group whose views carry 
weight. 
 

In the light of the current climate, these 
trade associations have worked together 
to form a common set of measures that 
might make help UK manufacturers of all 
types get through the current situation.  

Intellect has contributed a number of 

elements the submission that we have 

gathered anecdotally from members over 
the past few months.  For example,  
action on trade credit insurance is there, 
as are measures to support capital  
investment by manufacturers.  The  

following measures are being  
recommended:  
 

 looking at whether the recent loan 
guarantees package has been  
effective and whether more needs to 
be done for larger companies 

 measures on credit insurance 

 

 the tax burden, including empty 

property relief and business rates, 
investment allowances and loss carry 
back 

 support for companies that want to 
retain skilled workers through  

measures such as support for short 
time working 

 restricting the burden of regulation 

 
We distributed this document to  
members last week asking for comment, 
and have integrated further points  
into it. 

National Electronics Week 
16-18 June 2009 

Intellect has negotiated a 15% discount 
for member companies exhibiting at the 

National Electronics Week (NEW) show 
this year.  Simply note that you are  
member of Intellect when requested 
exhibition space. 
 
 
 

Intellect will also be exhibiting at the 
show as it is currently the only national 

event for the UK electronics industry and 
we feel that some level of support would 
be appropriate. 
 
Find out more at  
www.nationalelectronicsweek.co.uk 

Environmental action could help UK businesses save £millions 

Gaining a true understanding of  

environmental impact and accurately 
monitoring and measuring  
improvements is the key to unlocking 
hidden profits for UK businesses,  
according to sustainable business experts 
Envirowise. 

 
The organisation believes the struggling 
UK retail sector alone could reap the 

rewards of significantly reducing the 
£360 million worth of waste it produces 
per year1 by adopting and adhering to 

some simple resource efficiency  

initiatives. 
 

To help companies get a hold on their 
true environmental position and develop 
a cost-saving environmental strategy, 
Envirowise has launched a  
comprehensive Environmental Strategic 

Review (ESR) Guide. The Guide is  
primarily aimed at retail businesses, but 

contains advice that Envirowise believe 
will be of use to many sectors. 

Elaine Sharp, spokesperson at  

Envirowise, said, ‚For a business to be 
truly competitive, it needs to improve its 
performance across all areas.  As  
environmental regulations are more  
rigidly enforced and competitive  
pressures increase, failure to maximise 

the use of resources and to minimise 
waste could prove an expensive mistake 
for many companies.‛ 

 
‚The ESR Guide helps to demystify the 
process by providing simple,  

straightforward advice that will help 

businesses better understand where they 
are on the resource efficiency journey 

and enable them to take crucial steps 
towards making improvements and cost-
savings.‛ 
 
The ESR guide looks at how companies 

can adopt a systematic approach to  
reviewing resources and encourages 

businesses to consider adopting efficient 
environmental management systems. 

The Environmental Strategic Review 
Guide is available free of charge at 

www.envirowise.gov.uk/EN859 or by 

calling the Envirowise advice line on T 
0800 585794 

 
1 Envirowise – Check out waste  
publication EN626. 'Did you know that 
each year the retail sector produces an 
estimated 12 million tonnes of waste, at 
a cost of over £360 million' 
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Technology Strategy Board launches £6m investment competition 

Gary Newberry has joined Remploy  
Electronics as the new Manufacturing  
Engineer. 

 
Gary joins Remploy from Soundcraft in 
Potters Bar and has 18 years experience 
in the design and development of PCBs 
and allied equipment.  He will now focus 

his activities on the efficient operation of 
the new surface mount line at barking 
and supporting customers in design to 

manufacture operations. 
 
Aled Williams, business manager at  
Remploy Electronics said, ‚We are all 
delighted that Gary has joined the team 

his experience will be invaluable as we 
offer increased technical support to our 
loyal customer base.‛ 

 
www.remployelectronics.co.uk 

Industry professional joins Remploy Electronics 

A new funding competition has been 
organised by The Technology Strategy 
Board, the Centre for the Protection of 
National Infrastructure (CPNI) and the 
Engineering and Physical Sciences  
Research Council (EPSRC). 
 
£6m of public funding has been  
earmarked for collaborative research 
projects that can deliver tools and  

techniques to protect against  
vulnerabilities in the complex information 
systems that underpin modern society. 
 
How to apply 
The competition formally opens on 16 
March 2009 and expressions of interest 
must be submitted by 23 April 2009.  

The deadline for full submissions is 25 
June 2009. There will be an initial  

briefing day to be held on 27 February 
2009.  Two further workshops will be 
held in March for anyone seeking  
submission partners or more information 
about the competition itself. 
 
Further details about the competition can 
be found on Technology Strategy Board  
or by contacting Paul Lewis via 
paul.lewis@tsb.gov.uk 

QinetiQ conquer the South Pole 

British novices Cracknell, Fogle and Coats 
pipped to the Pole by Norwegian experts 
 
Team QinetiQ reached the South Pole on 
22 January 2009, after racing 464 miles 
in temperatures as low as -40 degrees, 

against five other international teams.  
They completed the Amundsen Omega 3 

South Pole Race, in second place behind 
a Norwegian team, in 18 days, 5 hours 
and 30 minutes. 
 
During the challenge, Team QinetiQ – 

James Cracknell, Ben Fogle and Bristol-
based hospital doctor Ed Coats, faced 
constant challenges including biting 

winds, bitterly cold temperatures and 
crevasse fields.  Covering up to 43 miles 
a day and climbing up to 9,300ft, the 

team pulled 70 kg pulk-sleds for 16 
hours every day, pitched tents and 

cooked in such extreme conditions on 
little more than four hours sleep a day. 
 
Speaking from the Pole Ben Fogle said, 
‚You forget how dangerous Antarctica 

can be.  I got away with it better than 
others but it finds little weaknesses.  
Sitting now in a tent by the South Pole 
we can barely keep our eyes open, but I 
feel incredibly contented.‛ 

 

As history repeated itself, Team QinetiQ 
arrived in second place to Missing Link – 
two Norwegian polar experts who ar-
rived ahead of the British team by just 20 
hours.  After planting their flag at the 
pole, Team Missing Link thanked Team 

QinetiQ for making the race so  
competitive.  This was the first race to 
the South Pole since Scott and  
Amundsen’s historic race nearly 100 
years ago, when Roald Amundsen  
arrived at the Pole in December 1911 
and Robert Scott on January 17, 1912. 

 
James Cracknell said, ‚For most of the 
race we had no idea where we were in 

relation to the Norwegians.  Then we 
saw their tracks and realised they were 
ahead.  They had a lot of history to  

uphold.‛ 
 

Team QinetiQ, who had no polar  
experience before they set out from the 
UK in December, worked with QinetiQ 
Human Performance experts to fully  
prepare for the race, both physically and 
mentally.  This included a 48 hour  
Antarctic training assessment at -40  
degrees in the QinetiQ environmental 
climate chamber, fitness assessments, 
nutritional and sleep advice and psycho-

logical support on working as a team. 

 
Shane Slater, sales and marketing  

director for QinetiQ said, ‚This is a great 
achievement for a team who have never 
set foot in Antarctica before.  Reaching 

the South Pole after racing across the 
largest ice cap in the world, in such  
extreme conditions is outstanding.   

Congratulations to the Team and to the 
experts here at QinetiQ who not only 

ensured the team completed the race 
safely, but actually helped them to be in 
contention to win it.‛ 
 
Team QinetiQ is raising money for the 
children’s charity Sparks 
www.sparks.org.uk.  Their journey is 
being filmed for a documentary, ‘On Thin 
Ice’ which will be broadcast in Spring/
Summer 2009 
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RoHS Directive review finally published 

The  

European  
Union has 
now  
formally 
published 

proposals 
to revise 

the RoHS Directive.  The following  

measures will be enacted: 
 
 Categories 8 (medical) and 9 

(monitoring and control instruments) 
will fall within the scope of the RoHS 

Directive. Implementation will be 
from 2014, with vitro diagnostic 
medical devices in 2016 and  

industrial monitoring and control 

instruments in 2017.  Details of  
supporting exemptions will feature in 
a new annex where substitution is 
not currently feasible. 

 4 hazardous substances are identified 

for priority assessment and possible 
future ban. As part of a separate 
review of exemptions carried out by 

the Oko Institute to be announced 
early in 2009. 

 
These are: 
 hexabromocyclododecane (HBCDD) 

 diethylhexyl phthalate 
 (DEHP), Butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP) 

and 

 Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 

 Of the 29 exemptions, eight will be  
annulled and others will be  
re-worded. 

 Of the five proposed new  
exemptions under review, one will be  

included. Implementation during 
2010. 

 

So, we will all face a significant  
compliance data collection exercise as in 
2006.  Gathering compliance  
information was certainly a challenge 
before and this will become more  

complex, with new product categories 
falling within scope, as well as changes 
to exemptions. 

Plextek technology used in MoD Grand Challenge winning SATURN 
urban warfare reconnaissance solution 

Plextek has announced that SELEX  

Galileo is using Plextek's EPAC  
embedded processing and  
communications platform in its CISP 
communications technology.  CISP  
technology was a key element in the 

SATURN (Sensing & Autonomous Tactical 
Urban Reconnaissance Network) solution 
which recently won the MoD Grand 
Challenge after successfully identifying 
threats planted at the MoD's Urban  
warfare training facility at Copehill Down 
on Salisbury Plain. 

 
SATURN employs unmanned aerial and 
ground vehicles each fitted with sensors 
to report findings back to a remote  
processing station using novel algorithms 
to process data and direct the vehicles' 

behaviour.  SELEX Galileo was  

responsible for the unique self forming  
communications network and single user 
interface allowing an operator to  
monitor the multiple vehicle system. 
 

The CISP communications technology,  
incorporating Plextek's EPAC platform, 
was used to seamlessly network all the 
system elements together. CISP is also 
used within SELEX Galileo's HYDRA  
family of sensor products which are in 
service with the Finnish Armed Forces. 

 
Tim Phipps, sales and marketing director, 
Plextek commented, ‚We originally  
developed an EPAC module for SELEX 
Galileo back in 2006 as a versatile  
battery powered electronics pack with 

combined data gathering, analysis and 

communications capability, for use in its 
advanced unattended ground sensors 
(UGS).‛ 
 
He continued, ‚EPAC allowed a  

distributed network of nodes to manage 
local video, audio, PIR and seismic  
sensors and perform complex processing 
of incoming data, with the distributed 
nodes forming an ad hoc 802.11  
network to allow sharing and relaying of 
processed data.‛ 

 
www.plextek.com/epac.htm 

Artetch Circuits wishes Chris Buckland well as he retires after 25 
years 

Artetch Circuits Limited said a fond  
farewell to Chris Buckland as he retires 
from his role as sales director with the 

company following 25 years of loyal 
service. 
 

Chris Buckland started as sales manager 
and was then subsequently appointed to 
the role of sales director.  Chris  

commented, ‘’Artetch has grown from 
strength to strength and I have seen 

many changes during my time with the 
company.  Artetch is an innovative 
manufacturer and has a very strong 

management team, which has helped it 
to remain competitive.  Its success speaks 
for itself and I will miss the team greatly 

and wish them well in the future as  
Artetch continues to strive forward and 
evolve with new technologies.‛ 

 
Martin Morrell, managing director  

commented, ‘I am 
very sorry to say 
goodbye to Chris, he 

has contributed  
a lot to the growth 
of Artetch over the 

years and I wish him 
every success in his 
retirement.‛ 

 
www.artetch.co.uk 

mailto:chris@artetch.co.uk?subject=Website%20Enquiry


Intellect  are in the process of 
negotiating with the EAL, the 
qualifications awarding body 
for the science, engineering 
and manufacturing sectors, 
as well as various training 

providers, to accredit  
training courses that  
equip employees to  
assemble/fabricate to IPC 
defined standards (e.g. IPC 
610-D).  This accreditation 
will result in them being  
entered on the Qualifications 

& Credit Framework (QCF).  
Once accreditation is 
achieved, Intellect members 
(and the rest of those  
companies active in the  

sector) will be eligible to  

receive government funding 
to send their employees on 
technical training courses 

offered by Electronics  

Yorkshire and Advanced 
Rework Technology, or have 
these providers come to their  
facilities and conduct the 
training.  In November 2008, 
we distributed a document 

showing how much funding 
is available in given  
circumstances. 
 
We have so far discovered 
eight other English providers 
of IPC related training.  We 
will be contacting them to 

inform that they should also 
register with EAL once the 
accreditation process is  
complete.  Some, who have 
already contacted us, are 

aware of what is going on.  

There is no reason why these 
external trainers cannot also 
get subsidies to deliver  

training to your employees, 

thereby lowering the cost. 
 
Unfortunately, it does not 
appear that companies  
internal training programmes 
will or can be made eligible 

for the same government 
funding.  This is because 
following accreditation,  
training providers need to 
register with the Learning 
and Skills Council (LSC) to be 
able to draw down the  
government money.  Only 

companies who are specialist 
training providers can  
currently do this.  Recent 
meetings have progressed 
positively, and we expect 

that the first IPC training 

course (IPC 610 (application 
specialist) will be accredited 
in June 2009. 

News in brief 
 
 
Investing in the next 'big thing'  
A San Francisco company has 
launched a tool to help investors 
decide where to put their money.  
YouNoodle uses a scoring system 
that plans to turn the business of 
investment into more of a 
science. 
Source: BBC 
 
 
Daewoo Electronics has plans for 
Poland 
Daewoo Electronics plans to 
establish a plant in southern 
Poland.  The plant will export its 
products mainly to Russia.  The 
company already has a plant in 
Pruszków, Poland, said 
Rzeczpospolita.  The company 
plans to invest approximately 30 

million Euro into the new plant. 
Source: www.evertiq.com 
 
 
EMS affected by mobile phone 
downturn 
The first day of the Mobile World 
Conference Barcelona already 

shows: 2009 will provide a bleak 
outlook for the mobile phone 

market.  Mobile phone 
manufacturers as well as EMS-
providers have to cope with 
decreasing order inflow. 
Source: www.evertiq.com 
 
 
UK EMS-sector to experience hard 
times 
Many companies have a rather 
low confidence in the market as 
project or order deferral seems to 
hinder growth in 2009.  
However, the gap between EMS-
providers has widened; those 
that reported order book level 

above and those with an order 
book level below expectations, 
reports New Electronics.  
Especially larger companies are 
not as much affected by the 
situations, due to a wider 
customer base across several 
markets, the report continues. 
Source: www.evertiq.com 
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National accreditation of IPC training gathers 
pace 

Plexus Kelso facility enters into agreement with 
Games Warehouse 

Plexus will support the 

Games Warehouse scalability 
requirements for global  
production capacity in the 
both the UK and North 

America. 
 

‚By leveraging our  
experience in the gaming 
and kiosk market, and  
electro-mechanical  
equipment markets, our 

team is able to rapidly  
develop unique solutions for 

the emerging kiosk market.  

We have developed a broad 
service offering for this space 
and will continue to make 
further investments in this 

high growth market,‛ stated 
Pete Whitley, vice president, 

customer management - 
industrial/commercial. 
 
‚We are delighted to have 
entered into this partnership 

with Games Warehouse,‛ 
stated Willie MacKinnon, UK 

managing director.  ‚Our 

people are our key  
differentiators.  The selection 
of the Plexus Kelso site by 
Games Warehouse  

represents a true testament 
to the site's experience and 

professionalism in delivering 
world-class service offerings 
to our customers.‛ 
 
www.plexus.com 

Intellect Annual Dinner, 13 May 2009 
Guest speaker Bill Bryson 

This year's speaker is the 
fabulous Bill Bryson.  Bill is 

the author of several popular 
non-fiction books, most  
recently a memoir, ‘The Life 

and Times of the Thunder-
bolt Kid’, and a biography of 

William Shakespeare.  His 

book ‘A Short History of 
Nearly Everything’ won the 

Aventis Prize and the  
European Union’s Descartes 
Prize in 2005. 

For full details visit 
www.intellectuk.org/
annualdinner2009 
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Intellect’s monthly newsletter 
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throughout the UK PCB and 
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issue means that your company 
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Defence dinner with Chief of Defence Materiel, General Sir 
Kevin O’Donoghue 

Date: 05 May 2009 
Time: 18:30-22:00 
Venue: HQS Wellington, Temple 
Stairs, Victoria Embankment,  
London WC2R 2PN 
 
Intellect is pleased to invite Defence and  
Security members to a private dinner with 
General Sir Kevin O’Donoghue KCB CBE, 

Chief of Defence Materiel.  General Sir Kevin 
will address the relationship between DE&S 
and industry, as well as the role that CDM 

plays in ensuring a productive industrial  

relationship. 

This dinner will be a fantastic chance to hear 

a reputable figure speaking about the how  
industry and the MoD can effectively work 

together and how their role contributes to 
this relationship.  It will be a relaxed industry 
event and networking opportunity. 

 
Cost: Intellect members £95+VAT 
Non member £135+VAT 
 
Contact: Claire Bradbury 
T 020 7331 2036 
E claire.bradbury@intellectuk.org 

Date: 13 May 2009 
Time: 14:00-17:00 
Venue: The Dorchester, Park 
Lane, London W1 
 
Firmly established as the pre-
mier evening in Intellect’s calendar, our  
annual dinner gives you a unique opportunity 
for networking with key figures in our  
industry, government ministers and officials.  

This event is the perfect way to entertain  
existing and potential clients. 

 
The 2008 annual dinner attracted over 400 
attendees and sold out nearly two months 
prior to the event. 
 

This year’s speaker is the fabulous Bill Bryson. 
Bill is the author of several popular non-
fiction books, most recently a memoir, ‚The 

Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid‛, and a  
biography of William Shakespeare.  His book 
‚A Short History of Nearly Everything‛ won 

the Aventis Prize and the European Union’s 
Descartes Prize in 2005. 

 
Previous Intellect Annual Dinner speakers 

include General Sir Mike Jackson, Andrew 
Marr, political commentator, William Hague 
MP, Boris Johnson, politician and Michael 

Portillo, journalist, broadcaster and former 
politician and cabinet minister. 

 
Cost: Intellect members £185+VAT 
Tables of ten £1,850+VAT 
 
Contact: Tina Compton 
T 020 7331 2011 
E tina.compton@intellectuk.org 

Intellect Annual Dinner with Bill Bryson 

Date: 02 March 2009 
Time: 09:30-17:00 
Venue: Intellect Conference 
Suite, Russell Square House,  
10-12 Russell Square, London 
WC1B 5EE 
 
Personal impact and presentation is a one day 
workshop designed to increase your personal 

impact and effectiveness as a speaker. 
 
The workshop, run by award winning actor 
and drama teacher, Charles Serio, whose 
current and past clients include Nokia, Ford, 
and SAP, is highly interactive, practical,  

innovative, and fun.  It is designed to  
increase self confidence in any type of public 

speaking situation. 

 
Personal impact uses theatrical methods  
related to status, voice production, and  
manner of speech to help you improve your 
‘performance’ when presenting to senior 
managers, conference delegates, interview 

panels, within work related team structures, 
and at meetings. 

 

Cost: Intellect members £395+VAT 
Non-members £695+VAT 
 
Contact: Sam Baglioni 
T 020 7331 2006 
E sam.baglioni@intellectuk.org 

Personal impact and presentation 


