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Government gives way on trade credit insurance 
Sponsored by 

Intellect and Semta are  
working together to help the 
electronics sector improve 
productivity and  
competitiveness in these  
increasingly challenging 
times.  £65m is available to 
ebim rm phfii vlro `ljm^kv«p 
workforce. 
 
We want to make sure that 
our sector makes the most of 
this opportunity and, in  
partnership with Semta,  
are embarking on a major 
awareness campaign around 
these new opportunities. 
 
www.semta.org.uk 

EU duty suspension scheme to reduce 
manufacturing costs 

The government is seeking to improve the 

uptake in the UK of the EU Duty Suspension 
Scheme, which aims to help manufacturing 
stay in the EU to reduce manufacturing costs, 
so helping EU manufacturers compete more 
effectively.  

 
If you currently source any kind of  
component from outside the EU, and have to 
pay import duty of more than  20,000, this 

could save you significant amounts of money. 
 
The scheme allows for duty-free imports of 

components that are not made in the EU. 
 
 

By reducing component costs, the scheme 

aims to assist the retention of manufacturing 
in the EU.  It is limited to manufacturers - ie it 
is not for people who import components to 
sell on. 
 

The Department for Business, Innovation & 
Skills (BIS) deadline for new applications is 15 
September 2009 - for which the duty  
suspension would come into force on 01 July 

2010. 
 
Applications are accepted from UK companies 
that have their production plants either here 
in the UK or in other parts of the EU. 

Many members have raised concerns with us 
recently about the fact that one of the major 

impacts of the recession on the electronics 
manufacturing sector has been reductions in, 
or the complete withdrawal, of trade credit 

insurance by insurers. 
 
After sustained pressure by Intellect, working 
closely with the CBI, we were pleased to see 
that the April Budget introduced a £5bn 
scheme to ¬top-up­ trade credit insurance 
policies up to a limit of £1m cover on a given 
policy. 
 
In April we noted that whilst the scheme in 
general was welcome, the fact that it only 

applied to policies that had been affected 

post 01 April 2009 severely limited its  
usefulness. 
 

Together with the rest of the UK Electronics 
Alliance, we wrote to Lord Mandleson to 
highlight the fact that requirement severely 

limited the usefulness of the scheme. 
 

We were pleased to be promptly listened to, 
as 10 June saw the government announce 
that firms whose limits have been reduced 
after 01 October 2008, the same date as the 

French Government have set for a similar 

scheme, will be included. 
 
If your company has been affected by trade 
credit insurance credit limits being reduced, 
you should visit www.businesslink.gov.uk/
bdotg/action/detail?
type=ONEOFFPAGE&itemId=1082435828 
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Intellect hosts General Dynamics Supply Chain Director 

20 years at the forefront of technology innovation 

Exception kicks off technology roadshow - on the buses 

Exception, is bringing its iconic  

technology tour bus to the National  
Electronics Week (16-18 June, Earl­s 
Court), lifting the lid on topics such as 
advanced PCB manufacture, the  
introduction of newer and improved 

high speed, low loss laminates and the 
latest developments in micro component 
assembly. 

 
The Exception Technology team, which 
will be joined by some of the UK­s  
leading industry partners, will be  
stopping off at the London event as part 

of its nationwide technology tour in a 
red Routemaster double-decker bus to 
offer insights on the latest cutting-edge 
technologies.  A number of technology 
workshops will take place on the  

mornings/afternoons of each day of the 
event. 

 
The roadshow consists of workshops 

that provide practical guidance for both 
designers and OEMs on the use of some 

of the most innovative processes that are 

currently being pioneered by Exception. 
 
The company­s engineers and partners 
will be offering hands-on advice and 
experience on such topics as the use of 

high density interconnect technology, 
flexi-rigid PCBs, impedance modelling 
and the latest developments in laminates 

and pre-preg materials.  Other topics to 
be covered include design for  
manufacture (DFM) and design for  
volume (DFV).  Sessions on realising high 
pin count FPGAs and the initiatives for 

an effect layout along with the pros and 
cons of copper-filled vias will also be 
included. 
 
Sales and marketing director at  

Exception PCB, Garry Myatt,  
commented, ®We have already had a lot 

of interest in these events that will show 
both designers and manufacturers how 

technologies that were previously seen 
as ¬too hard­ or just unreliable, can now 

play a central role in better performance 
± especially as outsourcing becomes a 
common occurrence in manufacturing.¯ 
 
Inspired by the use of a red London bus 

at the closing ceremony of the Beijing 
Olympics, the team at Exception has 
spent the last few months faithfully  
restoring an original Routemaster bus 
that has been renovated to play a key 

part in its marketing events campaign in 
2009/10. 

 
For further details and to register your 
interest on the Technology Roadshow, 
visit www.exceptiongroup.com 

Since 1989 Plextek has earned an  
enviable international reputation for 
innovation and quality service, based on 
the calibre of its personnel and a wealth 
of highly successful projects spanning 
communications, defence, automotive, 
industrial and medical markets. 

 
Dr Colin Smithers, Plextek's co-founder 
and managing director commented, 
®When we started trading back in 1989 
the world was a very different place.  
Technology has moved on leaps and 

bounds since then but we­ve always 
prided ourselves on keeping one step 
ahead, helping customers overcome 
complex design challenges with our  

innovative and cost effective custom 
electronic product and system designs. 
 
From our origins as a pure design  
consultancy, we­ve evolved on to  
develop wider product design, offer  
contract manufacturing and strategic 

consulting services and are now  
managing products through the entire 
cycle from conception and detailed  
design to manufacture and supply.  
These positive changes have put us in a 
very strong position to continue our  

success for the next 20 years.¯ 
 
Fellow Plextek co-founder, Ian Murphy 
added, ®We­re extremely proud of what 

Plextek has achieved and would like to 
thank everyone involved, past and  

present, for their contribution towards 
getting us to where we are today.¯ 
 
www.plextek.com 

Intellect recently hosted the third of its 

Electronics Manufacturing Reception 
events, with Martin Greenhalgh, Supply 

Chain Director at General Dynamics UK 
and Malcolm Warr, Head of Maritime 
Security at Finnemeccanica.  These 

events are a major element of our  
programme to make membership of 

Intellect add to a company­s bottom line. 
 

The event was well attended and many  
members gained not just an in depth  
understanding of the manner in which  
General Dynamics procure, but also 

some of the more general issues and 
problems encountered when trying to 

understand the needs of prime  

contractors in general throughout a 
given procurement process. 
 

The presentations given by both General 
Dynamics and Finemeccanica can be 
found in the members area of our  
website, www.intellectuk.org 
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New chief for UK electronics contract manufacturer 

One of Wales­ most experienced  
manufacturing professionals, Mr. David 
Davies, has been appointed managing 
director of UK electronics contract  
manufacturer, Axiom Manufacturing 
Services. 
 

The appointment marks a return by Mr. 
Davies to a business where he has spent 
most of his career and which he helped 
to transform from a high volume  
consumer goods firm into one of  

Britain­s most dynamic contract  
manufacturers. 
 
Mr. Davies has been in the  
manufacturing industry for over 26 years 
and has held various senior positions.  He 
first joined the firm in 1991 when, as 

part of Aiwa, it manufactured hi-fi 

equipment. 

 
He played an important role in the  
transformation of the business to that of 

a contract electronics manufacturer in 

2001, and the subsequent establishment 
of Axiom as a major player in that  
market. 
 
Mr. Davies predicts continued growth for 
Axiom, which has sustained its position 
across all key markets despite the current 

economic climate.  He said, ®The market 
is generally starting to pick up again and 
we are in a very strong position to  
capitalise on that.  Axiom has a very  
talented and experienced management 

team, a solid customer base and a  
growing reputation for innovation and 
excellence across several key sectors.¯ 
 
The new managing director said he is 
optimistic about the security of jobs at 
the plant and foresees employment 

growth as the business moves forward. 

 

He said there would be a stronger than 
ever customer focus within the firm.  
®We will re-energise the business in 

many ways but with the greatest  

 
emphasis on what the customer values 

most, and surpassing their  
expectations.¯ 
 
This approach would, he said, help 
Axiom take advantage of the growing 
trend among electronics equipment 
manufactures to bring their contract 

manufacturing back to the UK,  

optimising their total acquisition costs. 

 
www.axiom-ms.com 

Intellect Consumer Electronics Conference 
02 July 2009 
ªAofsfkd Afdfq^i S^irb« 
Book online at www.intellectuk.org/events 
 
Chaired by Maggie Philbin, Science and  
Technology Reporter, BBC 

Bank of England regional roundtable events 

Intellect is pleased to announce a series 
of regional roundtables that will be held 

in conjunction with the Bank of  
England­s regional agents. 
 

Each roundtable will feature a regional 
perspective of the current economic 

situation.  Particular areas of interest 
include: growth of demand; international 
demand; investment; employment; pay; 

prices and the credit crunch.  Prior to the 
meeting you will be asked for your  

comments on these areas of interest - all 
contributions will be treated in  
confidence. 
 

The role of the Bank­s Agents is to liaise 
with those in commerce and industry 

and provide intelligence to assist the 
Bank­s interpretation of economic  
activity and trends.  The information 

obtained from these meetings forms the 
basis of regular reports to the Bank­s 

economists and to the Monetary Policy 
Committee. 
 

The roundtables will be held in June and 
we would like members to pre-register 

their interest in attending.  Each  
roundtable will have no more than 12 
people in attendance and we therefore 
ask for only one senior representative per 

member company per roundtable. 
 

For further information contact: 
Theodora Kalessi 
E theodora.kalessi@intellectuk.org or 
visit www.intellectuk.org/bankofengland 
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Government considers Intellect report on new international 
electronics event in the UK 

As a number of Intellect members will be 
aware, Intellect recently completed a 
government funded report on a new 
international electronics event to be held 
in the UK. 

 

Specifically, we were asked to determine 
the feasibility, and desirability amongst 
key companies, of a major headline 
global event.  We provided a roadmap 
outlining conditions that must be fulfilled 
in order for the UK to host a successful 
international technology event. 

 
The report finds that a major event 
would raise the profile of the UK­s  
capabilities across the global marketplace 
by creating a focus for its leaders, and a 
shop window for UK plc.  The report 
included contributions from 20 global 

players in the electronics sector.  In the 
report there are a number of conditions 
that must be met prior to the successful 

establishment of a large scale event in 
the UK. 
 
Government and the rest of industry 
have now reviewed our report and met 

to discuss it.  It was agreed that a new 

event would be of benefit, and it was 
accepted that the new event should  
focused on conference style content, and 
follow a village style format with zoned 
exhibition areas and interactive  
workshops.  However, concern was  
expressed at the number of significant 

UK interests who had not taken the time 
to engage with industry on the issue. 
 
The government/industry working group 
formed on the topic determined that it 
would need further research in the form 
of a detailed event proposal formulated 

around Intellect­s recommendations.  
This proposal will also need to go back 
out to industry. 

 

Finally, the proposed event also now 
needs to be fully costed.  Exactly who 
would undertake this activity, or who 
would fund it, is currently unclear.   
Although we retain an interest in the 
activity, it doesn­t appear that Intellect 
will be asked to do any further work on 

its own in relation to this topic. We will 
keep members updated. 

Plextek is now a listed supplier within the UK MoD Framework 
Agreement for Technical Support (FATS) 

Plextek has become a supplier within the 

3rd iteration of the UK MoD­s  
Framework Agreement for Technical 

Support (FATS 3). 
 
Plextek­s broad range of services can 
now be easily accessed by the MoD and 

other government departments and  
organisations including the Home Office, 

Metropolitan Police Service, Forensic 
Science Laboratory, Meteorological  

Office and HM Revenue and Customs. 

FATS 3 provides a more efficient  
contractual route for the MoD and other 

departments to procure technical  
support through pre-agreed contract 
terms and rates. 
 

The framework will make it faster for 
government departments to draw on 

Plextek­s expertise in broad capability 
areas including computing technologies 

and mathematical techniques;  

information and signal processing  
technology; electronic warfare systems 

and DEW technologies; integrated  
systems technology; communications 
and CIS related technologies;  
manufacturing processes/design tools 

and techniques and business processes. 
 

www.plextek.com 

Investors in People national campaign 

Faraday Circuit are pleased to announce 
the continuation of their working  

relationship with Investors in People UK 
by taking part in a national advertising 
campaign to promote their new standard 
New Choices. 
 

Managing director, Gordon Arkley, was 
chosen to appear in the campaign  
alongside notable business executives 
such as Justin King, CEO of Sainsbury­s. 
 
 

The campaign is being used to promote 
the business benefits of adopting the IiP 

standard, particularly during these  
challenging times when companies need 
to focus on their strengths to survive the 
current downturn. 
 
You can view the campaign and find out 
more by visiting 
www.investorsinpeople.co.uk 
 
www.faraday-circuits.co.uk 

Gordon Arkley, Faraday Circuits Ltd 



Jaltek has recently completed 
the acquisition of Lancaster 

based IRIS Technology Ltd, a 
remote asset telemetry and 
monitoring solutions  
company. 
 

The acquisition complements 
Jaltek­s wireless technology 
solution focus and confirms 

that Jaltek Group is on 
course with its strategy of 
developing its portfolio of 
expertise to provide added 
value to its growing  
customer base. 

 
IRIS Technology Limited was 
formed in January 2001 as a 
specialist telemetry designer 

and supplier to the offshore 

oil and gas industry. In March 
2002 MIRA, the UK Motor 
Industry Research Association 

awarded IRIS with a contract 
to develop and supply a 

¬black box­ to interface  
directly to the vehicle CAN-

Bus and allow real time data 
to be communicated over 
GSM telemetry. 
 
Since that time IRIS has suc-

cessfully secured partnerships 
with major automotive indus-
try providers to present a 

range of telemetry services to 
major vehicle manufacturers  
globally. 
 
David Ireland, managing 
director of IRIS Technology 

summed up the acquisition, 
®Jaltek brings a level of  
investment, scale and well 
established specialist  

experience in areas that will 

enhance the range of  
services we can provide to 
our customers and support 

the ongoing development of 
our telemetry solutions.  This 

is an exciting time for IRIS 
and the next logical step to 

accelerate growth.  I look 
forward to taking the  
company forward.¯ 
 
Pravin Sood, CEO of Jaltek 

Group added, ®IRIS is an 
excellent fit for Jaltek in 
terms of specialist skills and 

market positioning.  This 
acquisition means that we 
will expand our customer 
base and value added  
offering and give us valuable 
exposure to new  

opportunities.  In particular, 
growing interest in remote 
wireless telemetry monitoring 
systems across a variety of 

industry sectors presents a 

significant new opportunity 
for the Jaltek Group.¯ 
 

www.jaltek-group.com 

News in brief 
 
 
Fpli^«p mobpfabkq obpfdkp 
Isola Europe­s president Augusto 
Meozzi has resigned - after 45 
years with the group - at the end 
of April.  Augusto Meozzi was 
CEO of the MAS Group, which 
was acquired by Isola in 1990.  
He continued within Isola, 

holding various other executive 
positions, such as president and 
CEO of Isola Laminate Systems 

and COO and EVP of Isola in 
Düren, Germany.  He continued 
as Isola Europe President, 
following the company­s 
acquisition by TPG. 
Source: evertiq 
 
 
Africa pioneers mobile bank push 
Mobile financial services in the 

developing world could be worth 
$5bn by 2012, say analysts.  

CGAP - a consortium that works 
to expand financial services in 
developing countries - said the 

growth in mobile coverage was 
helping to fuel growth.  
Source: BBC 
 
 
Microsoft to give away anti-virus 
Microsoft is poised to start giving 
away security software.  The 
company is reportedly trialling 
free anti-virus software internally 
and said the beta version would 

be released ®soon¯. 
Source: BBC 
 
 
MPs attack government over 
science policy 
A committee of MPs has called 
on the Government to establish a 
separate science and technology 
committee to safeguard future 

science policy.  They warned that 
the future of science scrutiny is at 
risk following the merger of the 
Department for Innovation, 

Universities and Skills (IUSS) and 
the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform. 
Source: Electronics Weekly 
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Jaltek Group acquires IRIS Technology Limited 

New directors appointed 

Faraday Circuits are pleased 
to announce the  

appointment of three long 
serving staff to the board of 
directors, effective from the 
01 June 2009. 
 
The appointments are: 
 

u Steve Spence, sales  
director 

u Tony Teasdale,  

production director 
u Jamie Pearson, managing 

director 
 
Gordon Arkley will retain his 
position as chairman. 
 
Commented Gordon, ®As we 
begin our 23rd year in  

business I am delighted to 
announce these  
appointments. 

Faraday has grown  
immensely over this time  

and our strong team of  
dedicated managers have  
demonstrated their suitability 
to lead the company to  
further successes.  I wish 
them all the very best for the 
future.¯ he continued. 

 
www.faraday-circuits.co.uk 

Follow Intellect on Twitter! 

Twitter is a free service that 

lets you keep in touch with 
people through the exchange 

of quick, frequent answers to 
one simple question: What 

are you doing? 
 

Join today to start receiving 

IntellectUK­s updates. 
 

http://twitter.com/IntellectUK 

 

Next edition of Short Circuit... 
15 July 2009 



Editor: Claire Yarrow 
E claire.yarrow@intellectuk.org 

 
Intellect 
Russell Square House 
10-12 Russell Square 
London 

WC1B 5EE 
 
T 020 7331 2050 
F 020 7331 2040 
W www.intellectuk.org  
 

Sponsor Short Circuit 
Intellect­s monthly newsletter 
Short Circuit is distributed 
throughout the UK PCB and 
EMS industries.  Sponsoring an 
issue means that your company 

logo, contact details and news 
article will be seen industry-wide 
- an effective and inexpensive 
promotional tool. 
 

If you are interested in 
sponsoring a future edition of 
Short Circuit or have any 

relevant industry news that you 

would like to be considered for 
inclusion in forthcoming 
editions, please contact Claire 

Yarrow on T 020 7331 2050 or 
E claire.yarrow@intellectuk.org 
 

Editorial should be submitted no 
later than the 07 of each edition 
month. 

Subscribe to our newsletters 
 

The Bulletin - Fortnightly round 

up of news, policy and  
legislation for the technology 
industry 
 

Business Enquiries - Technology 
leads from the Official Journal 

of the European Union 
 

HR Today - Employment law 
changes and free HR services 
 

SME Update - monthly newsletter 
offering member SMEs updated 
information on SME specific is-
sues 
 

Signals - Quarterly digest of 

defence and security  
developments affecting the UK 
technology industry 
 

Switched On - Monthly overview 
of the big stories breaking in 
digital communications 
 

Whitehall Watch - Fortnightly 

public affairs digest 

Bank of England Regional Roundtables - South West 
England (Bristol) 

Date: 29 June 2009 
Time: 08:00-10:30 
Venue: Beachcroft, Portwall 
Place, Portwall Lane, Bristol  
BS1 6NB 
 
Intellect is pleased to announce a series of 
regional roundtables that will be held in  
conjunction with the Bank of England­s  

regional agents.  Each roundtable will feature 
a regional perspective of the current  
economic situation.  Particular areas of  
interest include: growth of demand;  

international demand; investment;  
employment; pay; prices and the credit 
crunch.  Prior to the meeting you will be 
asked for your comments on these areas of 
interest - all contributions will be treated in 

confidence. 
 
Cost: Free of charge to Intellect members only 
 
Contact: Theodora Kalessi 
T 020 7331 2058 
E Theodora.kalessi@intellectuk.org 

Date: 01 July 2009 
Time: 10:30-12:30 
Venue: Intellect Conference 
Suite, Russell Square House,  
10-12 Russell Square, London 
WC1B 5EE 
 
Intellect­s SME Group is focused on providing 
a voice for Intellect­s SME members and  

facilitating an environment in which to learn 
and share experiences on how to run their 
businesses better. 

At the next SME Group meeting, we will be 
focusing on ¬Employment Regulation.­ 

 
Visit www.intellectuk.org/smegroup to find 
out more about the group. 
 
Cost: Free of charge, Intellect members only 
 
Contact: Venease Morgan 
T 020 7331 2165 
E venease.morgan@intellectuk.org 

SME Group - ªBjmilvjbkq Obdri^qflk« 

Date: 30 June 2009 
Time: 09:30-17:00 
Venue: Intellect Conference 
Suite, Russell Square House,  
10-12 Russell Square, London 
WC1B 5EE 
 
A positive piece about you in the media can 

be worth tens ± even hundreds ± of  
thousands of pounds in ¬free advertising.   
A negative one could wipe you out. 

 
While you can never completely dictate what 
journalists say about you, you can have much 
more control than you might think. 
 

Journalists are often called ¬Rottweilers­ ± 
well, with training you can get a Rottweiler  
to eat out of your hand instead of biting  

your leg! 
 
This workshop takes a relaxed and insightful 

look at the journalist­s mindset and  
motivation. It teaches some simple  
psychology to create messages that work; 

and techniques for delivering those messages 
in print, broadcast and online media.  Practice 
interviews and expert feedback will help to 
hone your skills as a competent  
spokesperson. 
 
Cost: Intellect members £295+VAT 
Non member £495+VAT 
 
Contact: Sam Baglioni 
T 020 7331 2006 
E sam.baglioni@intellectuk.org 

Winning with the media 

 

Visit www.intellectuk.org/calendar to keep up-to-date with all  
the latest diary dates 


